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From the

PRESIDENT'S DESK
WHILE THE NEW CALENDAR YEAR has just begun, our
academic year is already past the halfway point, and we'll
soon be celebrating the accomplishments of the class of
2022 at Commencement in May. Those accomplishments do
not just appear-they are the result of new opportunities, of
hard work, of sacrifice and of planning that in some cases
occurred even before these seniors graduated from high
school. For all our students, the years spent at BC are both
foundational and transformational. Everyone connected to
the College understands the importance of the work we
do. And so, even as we continue to navigate the challenges
of a global pandemic, we must continue strengthening our
current programs and developing the opportunities that
prepare our students for personal accomplishment and
professional success.

This issue of Bridgewater magazine focuses on the momen
tum, purpose and connections our campus community fos
tered throughout the pandemic-and with one eye always
looking to the future. Endowing our academic programs.
Study abroad, internships and undergraduate research
opportunities. Graduate programs. These are the successes and the opportunities that can only come from
a strong sense of purpose and a clear understanding of mission. Students connected with one another, with
faculty, with the broader community and with college students on the other side of the globe as they charted
their academic course and prepared for life after graduation. Even during a pandemic our students continued
to take advantage of the endless opportunities available to them, and now, with the establishment of the Col
lege's first endowed school, the Bonnie Forrer and John Harvey Rhodes School of Arts and Humanities, even
more opportunities will be available to our students and faculty (see p. 11).

We continue to move forward as we expand undergraduate and graduate program offerings, plan important
capital projects on campus and implement new extracurricular opportunities for our students. Entering the
pandemic was sudden and dramatic. Emerging from it is slow and deliberate. This is a pivotal moment. Fortune
favors the bold-and the prepared. Your support, as we focus on students and their success, has sustained us
during these past difficult years and has prepared us for the extraordinary accomplishments to come. I look
forward to sharing them with you.

David W. Bushman, Ph.D.
President
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AcrosstheMall

First female U.S. Secretary of State Dr. Madeleine Albright (1997-2001) spoke with Bridgewater President
David Bushman during an endowed lecture on Oct. 6.

Notable events bring energy to campus
The campus has been abuzz with recent events, including endowed lectures, musical
ensemble performances, theater productions and art exhibits. All in-person events require
masks for attendees, regardless of vaccination status. Look for additional in-person and
virtual event announcements at bridgewater.edu and in the Eagle Eye alumni newsletter.
A lookahead

The Oratorio Choir performed
Handel's Messiah on Nov. 5.

Feb. 1: James McBride endowed lecture
March 10: Day of Giving
March 11: School of Professional Studies alumni event
March 22: Lynsey Addario endowed lecture (virtual)
March 25: National Cathedral Choir
March 31: Eagles Night Out
June 20: National Eagle Day
Oct. 21-23: Homecoming 2022

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTS NEW
LEADERSHIP

The terms of the Bridgewater College Board of Trustees Chair (Jim Walsh '68) and Vice Chair
(Rob Stolzman '83) concluded in November, and the Board elected new individuals to serve
in these roles at the fall meeting. Bruce Christian P '06 (parent of a Bridgewater graduate)
was elected Chair, and Donna Walker 75 was elected Vice Chair. Both bring experience on
the Board and a deep love for Bridgewater College to their new leadership roles.
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Bright Joins the College as VP for
Finance and Treasurer

Following an extensive national search, Ste
phen Bright joined Bridgewater College as

Vice President for Finance
and Treasurer on Sept. 1. A
member of the College's
executive leadership team,
Bright oversees finance
and budget, physical
plant, human resources
and auxiliary contracts. He
came to Bridgewater with
more than 30 years of ex
perience as a financial manager, with the last
20 in higher education. Most recently, Bright
was Vice President for Business and Finance
at University of Lynchburg for 14 years, and
before that served as Vice President for Fi
nance and Administration at Davis and Elkins
College in West Virginia.

Bridgewater named safest college in Virginia by SafeAtlast
Bridgewater College is the safest college in Virginia and among the
top 25 safest institutions in the U.S. according to new data released
from SafeAtlast.

To compile the rankings, SafeAtlast analyzed FBI crime reported
data and campus crime rates while also considering local crime, law
enforcement support and campus transparency.

In addition to the College being ranked No. 1 in Virginia for campus
safety, Bridgewater is the only Virginia town on SafeWise's list of 100
safest U.S. small towns. SafeWise's rankings are also based on FBI
crime report data and population information.

Guinn, Moose and Fulk Inducted into
Bridgewater Athletic Hall of Fame

On Saturday, Oct. 9, Michael Guinn '68, Robert
Moose '00 and Donald Fulk (former Head Soft
ball Coach) were inducted into the Bridgewater
College Athletic Hall of Fame. The three induct
ees were also presented with rings at halftime of
the football game versus Ferrum.

Guinn was a track standout who competed on
two Little Eight championship track teams in 1967
and 1968. Moose was ODAC Player of the Year
for three consecutive seasons (1998-2000) while
playing first base for the baseball team. And
Fulk transformed the Bridgewater Eagles softball
team in his 23 seasons as Head Coach, leading
them to numerous winning seasons and two
trips to the NCAA Division Ill tournament. He was
named ODAC Coach of the Year in 1996 and
2006, as well as State Coach of the Year in 2006,
2007 and 2009.
FALL/WINTER
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Bridgewater College named to
multiple top college lists
The College continues to be recognized nationally
as one of the top liberal arts schools in the country.
This fall, Bridgewater landed on multiple ranking
lists, including:
2021-22 Colleges of Distinction
The Princeton Review: 2022 Best Colleges
Region by Region, best in the Southeast

Department of History and Political Science:
Visiting Assistant Professor of History Dr.

U.S. News and World Report: Best National
Liberal Arts Colleges

FOUNDER'S DAY AWARD WINNERS
RECOGNIZED
The first Tuesday in April marks Bridgewater College's observance of Founder's Day,
an annual celebration of the College's heritage and its founder, Daniel Christian
Flory. The 2021 Founder's Day Awards recognized the accomplishments of three
faculty members, three staff members and one member of the senior class who
exemplify the College's commitment to excellence and to the vision of D.C. Flory.
Ben and Janice Wade Outstanding Teaching Award: Dr. Alan Eby, Professor of
Psychology
Martha B. Thornton Faculty Recognition Award: Dr. Christine Carrillo, Associate
Professor of Music
Faculty Scholarship Award: Dr. Mahan Ellison, Associate Professor of World
Languages & Culture
Daniel Christian Flory Award: Heather Grant, Associate Athletic Director for
Sports Medicine & Performance; Liz Howley, Assistant Dean of Students; Dr. Neal
Rittenhouse, Associate Dean of Students & Psychologist
Founder's Award: Gemma Leonard '21

BRIDGEWATER GRADS
RECOGNIZED AS LEADERS IN
THEIR FIELDS
Virginia Business magazine released its annual list of the most powerful and influential lead
ers in business, government, politics and education across the state. Making the 2021 list are
two Bridgewater graduates: Ashley Smith '85, President and CEO of Smith-Midland Corp.,
in the Manufacturing category, and Jared Chalk '05, Director of Development and Executive
Director of the Norfolk Economic Development Authority, in the economic development
category. Read more about Chalk on p. 30.

BRIDGEWATER

Bridgewater College welcomed 11 new
full-time faculty members for the 2021-22
academic year.
Department of Economics and Business
Administration: Assistant Professor Anthony
Biasello and Assistant Professor Dr. Nurad

Washington Monthly: Best Liberal Arts Colleges
and Best Bang for the Buck Colleges (South
east)
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Eleven new faculty
members join College staff

deen Nuhu

Maria Paz G. Esguerra

Department of Music: Director of Athletic
Bands Barry Flowe
Department of Teacher Education: Assistant
Professor Dr. Tracy Hough and Visiting
Assistant Professor Dr. Kevin Zayed
Department of Health and Human Sciences:
Visiting Assistant Professor Dr. Peixing Jiang
and Visiting Assistant Professor Dr. Michael

Ray

Department of Math and Computer
Science: Visiting Associate Professor Dr.

Sreekanth "Sree" Malladi

Department of English: Visiting Assistant
Professor Dr. Kate Natishan
Department of Chemistry: Visiting Assistant
Professor Dr. Rippa Sehgal

New position:
Professor Ashley Lauro, Instructor of English,
was appointed the new Writing Center
Director in July 2021.

Effective in July 2021:
Dr. Martin Kalb earned tenure and was pro
moted to Associate Professor of History.
Professor Eric Kniss earned tenure and was
promoted to Associate Professor of Art.
Dr. Beth Lehman earned tenure and was
promoted to Associate Professor of Educa
tion.
Dr. Grace Martin earned tenure and was
promoted to Associate Professor of Spanish.
Dr. Ian McNeil earned tenure and was pro
moted to Associate Professor of Chemistry.
Dr. Alma Ramirez-Trujillo earned tenure
and was promoted to Associate Professor of
Spanish.

Faculty Focus

Bridgewater College faculty exemplify the teacher-scholar model by
maintaining their research focus while actively teaching courses.
Here is a list of recent publications from our faculty members.

Dr. Jim Josefson,
Professor of History
and Political Science,
published two books in
2019.

explores Odes of Solomon 19 and Sibylline Oracles
8, two second-century texts that feature accounts
of the conception of Jesus. She analyzes the ways
in which these texts offer detailed descriptions
of God's considerable role in Mary's conception,
birth and nurture of Jesus. Klancher argues that

The first, Political Phi
losophy in the Moment:
Narratives of Freedom
from Plato to Arendt,
offers 11 short stories
that take the reader on
a creative journey through historical political
philosophy to Hannah Arendt's turn toward
"the moment." His second book, Hannah
Arendt's Aesthetic Politics: Freedom and the
Beautiful, explores the conception of "the
moment" by linking Arendt's ideas and the
aesthetic dimension of philosophy to Imman
uel Kant's conceptions of judgment.

these descriptions echo the God-enabled mirac
ulous conceptions by the barren Hebrew Bible
matriarchs, albeit with memorable elaboration.
This chapter also forms the basis of a section of

Klancher's soon-to-be-released book, The Biblical
Mothers Deliver: The Chosen, the Saved, and the
Disavowed.

Dr. Mahan Ellison, Associate Professor of
World Languages and Cultures, published

Africa in the Contemporary Spanish Novel,
1990-2010, in August 2021.

The book analyzes the strategies that Spanish and
Hispano-African authors employ when writing

Dr. Yuka Kishida, Associate Professor of
History and Political Science, published

about Africa in the contemporary Spanish novel.
Focusing on the former Spanish colonial territories

Kenkoku University and the Experience of
Pan-Asianism: Education in the Japanese
Empire in October 2019.
Kenkoku University
and the Experience
of Pan-Asianism

Kishida's work explores Japanese imperialism
and the wartime ideology of Pan-Asianism
through the experiences of students at Ken
koku University in the Manchukuo region of
China from 1938-45.

of Morocco, Western Sahara and Equatorial Guinea,
Ellison analyzes the post-colonial literary discourse
about these regions at the turn of the 21st century.
Ellison received a Fulbright U.S. Senior Scholar
teaching and research award in Morocco and Spain
for summer and fall 2021.

Political Science
Internships
TowJrds�Pt.ltlicc.'S

In January 2020, Dr. Scott Suter, Professor
of English and American Studies, published

A Potter's Progress: Emanuel Suter and the
Business of Craft.

In his work Suter draws on the diary of his
great-great grandfather Emanuel Suter, as
well as other primary and secondary sources,
to tell the story of how a farmer born in 1833
developed into a technologically advanced
entrepreneur who operated a modern
industrial company while cultivating the art
of pottery and expanding markets across
the Shenandoah Valley. The book inspired
a Bridgewater College Special Collections
exhibit in fall 2021 that included examples of
Emanuel Suter's wares in addition to pieces
from two other potters.
Dr. Nancy Klancher, Associate Professor of
Philosophy and Religion, authored a chapter
in 'To Recover What Has Been Lost': Essays

on Eschatology, lntertextuality, And Recep
tion History in honor of Dale C. Allison Jr.,

Dr. Bobbi Gentry, Associate Professor of
History and Political Science, edited and
contributed to the book Political Science
Internships: Towards Best Practices, which
was released in September 2021.
Gentry co-authored the chapter on "Community
Colleges and Internships in Political Science: Chal
lenges and Opportunities" and authored the "Fac
ulty Perceptions and Compensation for Internships"
chapter. The cover of the book includes a photo
of Bridgewater College alumna Erin Fitzpatrick '21,
a political science major, who credits Gentry with
helping her secure an internship that resulted in
personal and professional growth.

Associate Professor of Psychology Dr. Erin
Miller has edited a book, The Development
of the High Ability Child, published in De
cember 2021.
The book, edited by Miller along with professors
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
and Michigan State University, helps readers under
stand the physical, social and cognitive develop
ment of high-ability children.

published in November 2020.

Klancher's chapter, "Conceiving the elect: The
Virgin, the matriarchs, and the God of the womb,"

FALL/WINTER
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Pivotal moment
The Bonnie Forrer and John Harvey Rhodes School of Arts and Humanities, the
College's first endowed, named school, opens doors for future success.
BY JESSICA LUCK

THE ESTABLISHMENT of the Bonnie
Forrer and John Harvey Rhodes School
of Arts and Humanities, Bridgewater
College's first endowed, named school,
recognizes the central role the arts and
humanities play in the College's liberal
arts identity and represents a transforma
tive step forward in strengthening our
core mission of teaching and learning. A
named, endowed School at any college
or university signals an institutional com
mitment to excellence in teaching and
scholarship and to student success.
"This is a pivotal moment for Bridge
water College," says President David
Bushman. "A gift of this magnitude-and
for this purpose-enables us to imple
ment programs and practices common
to the very best and most well-respected
institutions. It provides us with meaningful
resources to benefit student learning and
success as well as faculty development in
perpetuity."
The academic restructuring that created
the College's academic divisions took
place more than five years ago. Working
in close cooperation with the provost, the
inaugural division heads made improve
ments to faculty governance, strength
ened academic advising and led to the
development of new undergraduate pro
grams and the College's first four gradu
ate programs. This necessary work set the
stage for a $5 million gift in the spring of
2021 from Bonnie '62 and the late John
Rhodes, combining the former Division
of Communication Studies, Fine Arts, and
Literature with the Division of Humanities
and Social Sciences and creating the
Rhodes School of Arts and Humanities.
The endowment supporting the
12
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Rhodes School will provide annual sup
port to the students, faculty and educa
tional programs of the School. Use of the
endowment funds is targeted in these key
areas:
• Faculty development. The College
invests in faculty professional devel
opment by providing funds to every
faculty member annually, with the
expressed purpose of strengthening
their teaching and furthering their
scholarship. Faculty development
funding is a key component of overall
faculty quality; such funds can be a
determining factor in recruiting and
retaining the best possible faculty in a
competitive marketplace. "These funds
help us nurture the development of
the next generation of great teachers
at BC. This is how we develop the next
Doc Jopson or Prof Hueston," says
Provost and Executive Vice President
Leona Sevick.
• Teaching and learning/academic
program enhancement. The classroom
today is a markedly different place
than it was even 10 years ago. While
traditional lecture formats still have a
role to play, an emphasis on engaged
and collaborative learning has become
a best practice. There exists a premium
on using in-class time engaged in ac
tive learning techniques that improve
outcomes and address diversity of stu
dent learning needs. Supporting this
kind of active learning in the classroom
requires ongoing investment in equip
ment, digital resources, specialized
software and computer hardware.

• Pre-tenure sabbatical and student
research. Critical to the success of an
institution whose primary mission is
teaching is ensuring a commitment to
excellence in the classroom. A princi
pal guarantor of that excellence in the
classroom is an active scholarly life out
side the classroom. By pairing promis
ing early-career faculty with students to
engage in research, we foster profes
sional development at a critical time
in their careers. The direct benefits to
the students can be a significant part
of their success and make them more
competitive for graduate schools and
jobs after graduation.
• The establishment of an endowed
chair. An endowed chair is meant to
attract faculty in a particular discipline
who may be further along in their
professional careers and can bring
significant teaching and research con
tributions to the College. "An endow
ment allows you to look for someone
to fill that chair in a way that will benefit
not just the school but the institution as
a whole," Provost Sevick says.
Separately, each of these components
would have a significant impact on the
quality of teaching and learning at the
College. Collectively, they create a dra
matic synergy by strengthening simulta
neously all aspects of the teacher-scholar
model and student success.
"We are humbled by John and Bonnie's
generosity and their belief in the transfor
mative power of a liberal arts education,"
says Provost Sevick. "Strengthening our
academic programs through endowed
funding support is a key piece of the

College's commitment to student success,
and we are grateful for the Rhodeses'
partnership as we work toward our vision
for the future of Bridgewater College."
The arts and humanities played a large
part in the Rhodeses' lives, who are the
primary benefactors of the College's
John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons,
a tribute to Bonnie's father. John Rhodes
passed away in January 2021, shortly after
the couple committed to the Rhodes
School gift.
"John's world was that of business
and finance. I grew up on a farm, and
as a child I read voraciously, listened to
classical music and tuned into Texaco
Metropolitan Opera on the radio every
Saturday night. This, along with my entire
educational experience at BC, helped
me understand how the whole world
was connected," says Bonnie Rhodes. "As
a couple, our lives were so much richer
because of our passion for literature,
art, music and culture. I know John was
proud, and I'm so pleased to be part of
broadening students' horizons through
Bridgewater College's Rhodes School of
Arts and Humanities."
Provost Sevick says first endowing its
school of arts and humanities is perfectly
in line with the mission of an institution like
Bridgewater: "Our liberal arts curriculum is
our common curriculum; it touches every
student."
"For this to be the first endowed school
is so important to me. It says in a really
bold way how important the liberal arts
are," says Rhodes School Dean Dr. Betsy
Hayes, Associate Professor of Sociology
and Lawrance S. and Carmen C. Miller
Chair of Ethics. "As a dean, my goal is to

take this gift and really move us forward
as having one of the premier liberal arts
experiences for the students who come
to Bridgewater. We offer a quality liberal
arts education that most students don't
even know they're walking into, and then
they're here and they discover it, and
it launches them. This will just move us
further in that direction."

"This is a pivotal moment for
Bridgewater College. A gift of
this magnitude-and for this
purpose-enables us to imple
ment programs and practices
common to the very best and
most well-respected institu
tions. It provides us with mean
ingful resources to benefit
student learning and success
as well as faculty development
in perpetuity."

- PRESIDENT DAVID BUSHMAN

Following the endowment of the
Rhodes School of Arts and Humanities,
the College is focusing on endowing its
School of Natural Sciences (Departments
of Biology and Environmental Science,
Chemistry, Mathematics and Computer
Science, Physics and Psychology) and
School of Professional Studies (Depart
ments of Economics and Business Ad
ministration, Health and Human Sciences
and Teacher Education Program), to bring
the same benefits to their students and
faculty.

Dr. Phil Spickler, Dean of the School of
Natural Sciences, believes an endowment
would allow more nimbleness in terms of
bringing additional technologies into the
classroom and allowing new programs to
be implemented at a faster pace. Addi
tional opportunities for student research
and presenting at conferences increases
high-impact practices for students and
allows for deeper faculty mentorship.
"We're focused on providing experi
ences that set you up for the opportu
nities, successes and challenges that are
ahead," Spickler says.
Dr. Barbara Long, Dean of the School of
Professional Studies, says an endowment
would provide consistent resources to
invest in both faculty and students. The
main benefits for students would include
additional research opportunities, attend
ing conferences to present on topics and
to network with professionals from their
fields and engaging in practical appli
cations of coursework through field expe
riences or internships. "The endowment
would be paramount to helping us live
the dreams that I've had in our academic
departments since we moved to this new
academic structure six years ago," Long
says.
"It is the rare opportunity when an
institution's greatest need matches up so
closely with a donor's greatest wish," says
President Bushman. "That rare opportunity
became a reality with Bonnie and John.
Their love for the liberal arts and for BC
has resulted in a gift that will strengthen the teaching and scholarship of our
faculty and the opportunities for our
students and touch everyone connected
to Bridgewater College."
FALL/WINTER
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GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

Photo by Caitlin Cunningham Photography

Traveling abroad opens up new world for community-minded student
BY JESSICA LUCK
Alexus Carter's internal compass is
strong. The 2019 Bridgewater College
graduate has known from a young age
that she wanted to attend college-at the
time, Harvard or Yale-despite no one
in her immediate family doing so. And
after watching a documentary on human
trafficking in elementary school, she knew
she wanted her life's work to involve
helping people.
Bridgewater's diverse campus, small
class sizes and large financial aid package
were the ultimate deciding factors in
Carter's decision to become an Eagle. She
chose to major in psychology because
she was initially interested in clinical work,
14
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but as she took more classes within the
liberal arts curriculum she discovered a
new passion: international social work. She
added minors in social work and cultural
studies to aid in her career goal, and with
guidance from Professor of Psychology
Dr. Alan Eby she decided to pursue her
master of social work after Bridgewater.
"Bridgewater was my launching pad,"
Carter says. "It helped me explore what's
out there for me and make sense of it
for myself. It cultivated me as an individ
ual and helped me build my self-confi
dence."
Never one to sit still, Carter was in
volved in a multitude of activities on

campus including the cheerleading team,
intramural sports, the Black Student Asso
ciation, the Step UP! bystander interven
tion program and Eagle Success program.
"The college experience is not all about
academics for me; there's also the social
aspect," Carter says. "College is the time
when you discover who you are, your
identity and where you fit, and being at
Bridgewater gave me that opportunity."
Traveling abroad has always been a
goal for Carter. Ever the sociologist, she
wanted to experience for herself other
societies, particularly countries where
human trafficking is prevalent. With the
help of Director of Study Abroad Anne

INTERNSHIPS
Marsh, Carter secured a $5,000 Benjamin
A. Gilman scholarship to study abroad for
a semester in Thailand, where she took
courses at Thammasat University in Bang
kok. Carter immersed herself in the local
culture, choosing to live in an apartment
complex predominantly home to Thailand
natives and non-English speakers.
Outside of her Thai studies classes,
Carter visited sites around the country
including national parks and the infamous
Red Light District, as well as traveled to
Vietnam and Indonesia. She says witness
ing homelessness and poverty, among
other social issues, while visiting other
countries reinforced her resolve to attend
graduate school for social work.
Carter spoke about her experiences
traveling abroad as a panelist for the
Black+ Abroad series, organized by rep
resentatives at five colleges and univer
sities in Virginia, including Bridgewater.
The series aims to curate a space for Black
students to share their thoughts, ques
tions and reservations about traveling
and studying abroad by engaging in
conversation with experienced travelers,
study abroad alumni of color and educa
tion abroad advisers. Carter shared what
it was like to be the only Black person at
her Bangkok university and spoke about
how imperative financial aid was in her
ability to be the first person in her family
to travel outside the U.S.
"I thought I was very open-minded but
traveling abroad expanded my mind,"
Carter says. "I feel like it made me a better
person overall."
As a master of social work candidate
at Boston College Carter has completed
multiple internships. At Massachusetts
Mentor she conducted in-home therapy
with children and their families and
developed safety and treatment plans.
As a direct care intern at Amirah Inc. she
participated in daily operations of the
residential program as well as assisted
with educating communities, providers
and policy makers on unique challenges
faced by victims and survivors of sexual
exploitation, sex trafficking and prosti
tution.
Following graduation in May 2022,
Carter plans to work with communities
directly impacted by human and sexual
exploitation. Eventually, she'd like to get
into policy and advocacy work as well.
"I've always wanted a job where I could
help people," Carter says. "Everyone has a
unique and individual story, and I feel like
everyone deserves to have a voice and
be heard."

IMPACTFUL EXPERIENCE

Student lands dream internship with the Secret Service
BY JESSICA LUCK
An athlete throughout high school,
Alex Schwind '22 was used to challeng
ing himself physically. When he began
his college search, he knew he wanted a
place where he could continue playing
lacrosse but push himself academically as
well. As he toured both large universities
and small colleges near his hometown of

Loudon County, Va., he realized he would
excel best in a liberal arts environment
with smaller class sizes. Bridgewater Col
lege quickly rose to the top of his list after
an overnight with the lacrosse team, with
which he connected immediately.
As someone perennially interested in
historic events and their impact world
wide-Schwind's earliest memories are of
watching 9/11 and World War II docu
mentaries on The History Channel-the
global studies major was a perfect fit. The
addition of a criminal justice minor further
aided Schwind in his career goal of work
ing in federal law enforcement.
"I want to do something for the greater
good," says Schwind.
His global studies classes and profes
sors have expanded his knowledge of
world events and ignited a drive to con
tinually learn more. Over the summer, he
read six books on Afghanistan after taking
a class on Afghanistan with Associate
Professor of History and Political Science
Dr. Brandon Marsh. He credits being
part of a diverse liberal arts environment
for introducing him to people of differ
ent backgrounds and beliefs, and says
serving as the Student Athletic Advisory
Council representative for the men's

lacrosse team and organizing the team's
first volunteer project in the George
Washington National Forest improved his
leadership skills.
"At Bridgewater, everyone elevates
each other to be the best version of
themselves. That's hard to find," he says.
Schwind credits his coaches, professors,
friends and parents with supporting him
and helping him evolve as a person. His
mother, Debbie, is a huge inspiration, as
she went back to school and received her
Ph.D. after surviving stage 4 head and
neck cancer. She's cancer-free today.
"I wouldn't be the person I am without
them," Schwind says.
Internships have also played an integral
part in Schwind's growth. In the summer
of 2020, he worked as a security intern
with ln-Q-Tel, a nonprofit venture capital
firm created by the CIA in 1999 that
invests in companies that develop cut
ting-edge technologies to serve national
security interests. There, he assisted the
security team and led the effort to digitize
personnel files and security records.
Through his connections with that com
pany, Schwind applied for an internship
with the United States Secret Service-his
dream job.
Schwind still remembers the moment
he received word that he'd be interning
with the global security organization.
"I was so happy to be part of something
bigger than myself," he says.
While interning with the Secret Service,
Schwind was exposed to a multitude of
jobs within the organization with a dual
mission of protection and investigating
financial crimes. From an area near the
White House that is closed to the public,
Schwind watched President Joe Biden
fly in on Marine One. He participated in
investigation work related to counterfeit
money, cyber crimes and credit card
fraud. And during threat assessment anal
yses prior to visits from foreign dignitaries,
Schwind discussed current and historical
events in other countries with Secret Ser
vice agents. He surprised himself with his
level of knowledge.
"It was unbelievable to see what I could
bring to the table during those conver
sations, and I think a lot of that was from
the education I've had at Bridgewater,"
he says.
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International Collaborations
Students at Bridgewater College and the International Islamic
University of Malaysia partner on projects
BY LOGAN BOGERT
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE'S mission
focuses on active participation in a global
society, respecting the dignity and worth
of every person. And that mission came
to life in the spring of 2021 through the
Collaborative Online International Learn
ing (COIL) program. More than 9,500
miles apart, Bridgewater students in three
different classes connected with students
from International Islamic University Ma
laysia (IIUM) for projects and discussions
as part of their coursework.
When Associate Professor of Mathemat
ics and Computer Science Melissa Hoover
first heard about COIL, she knew immedi
ately it could be beneficial for her History
of Math class. Hoover's students study
mathematical developments and spend
time talking about what society and cul
ture was Iike at the time of mathematical
discoveries. COIL allowed her class the
opportunity to collect their own data and
contextualize it.
"I think it was particularly special for me
to give them this opportunity to connect
with students outside of Bridgewater be
cause it's not something that they usually
expect from a math class. It was enJoyable
for me to get them to do connected
learning in a place that wasn't expected
and help them realize that it really could
be done in any discipline," Hoover says.
One of Hoover's students, Kelsi List
man '22, a psychology and mathematics
double major, says her key takeaway from
16

BRIDGEWATER

COIL was "how easy it is to collaborate
with people halfway across the world."
Despite a 12-hour time difference and
managing different technologies and lan
guage gaps, Listman says the experience
was like a normal group project.
"Our skill sets came together perfectly.
Modern technology makes it extremely easy to work with people far away,
illustrating how impactful unity can be,"
Listman says. "The COIL project certainly
built up my cross-cultural communication
skills, and this can be generalized to any
career. It is part of most jobs to be able
to communicate effectively with others,
often involving conversations between
different cultures."
Effective communication also helped
Jillian Wall '22, a communication, tech
nology and culture major who took part
in COIL, through her Interfaith Studies
course with Associate Professor of Philos
ophy and Religion Nancy Klancher.
"Communication and working with
another person across the world can
be difficult through language barriers,
time zones and work ethic, but no matter
where you are in the world, if you are
cooperative, progressive and patient then
work can get done," Wall says. She also
noted that the friendship she built with
her student partner was an added bonus.
Students in Klancher's class focused
their projects on gaining a better under
standing of different religions through

interviews and discussions.
"It was a wonderful opportunity for us.
They learned a whole slew of skills for en
gaging in interfaith work with others, and
they got to try to put that into action in
their work with the students from Malay
sia," Klancher says.
Practitioner in Residence in Commu
nication Studies and Theatre Ady Dewey
completed COIL with her Leadership
Development seminar class and tasked
students with talking about their values.
"In my class, one of the things we
emphasize is how you live your values and
using those values to define who you are,
but also your career goals and what you
want to achieve and how you interact with
other people. The fact that they could
practice living their values as they inter
acted with students from Malaysia in real
time on a project that they had to com
plete was incredible. COIL is allowing for
that type of interaction in the classroom,"
Dewey says.
Emily Goodwin, Bridgewater's Direc
tor of Instructional Design, aided the
three classes through their logistical and
technological differences, ensuring com
munications happened across differing
international platforms.
"For most of our students, this is a once
in-a-lifetime experience and opportunity
to work with and create a project with
students from a country across the world,"
Goodwin says. "The benefits are endless."

RESEARCH

COMMUNITY SCIENCE

Bridgewater student performs research for statewide initiative
BY LOGAN BOGERT

While most people retreated to their homes with air conditioning during
the hottest days this summer, Bridgewater College student Trevor Brooks '23
fanned out across the towns of Bridgewater and Harrisonburg, Va., to take
part in "citizen science."
Equipped with specially designed thermal sensors that hook onto the
passenger window of his car, Brooks and a group of volunteer community
scientists drove the same route three times a day during the hottest time of
the summer to record air temperatures and humidity.
The heat assessment project, dubbed Heat Watch, is a statewide
heat-mapping effort led by the Virginia Foundation for Independent Col
leges (VFIC) to better understand where residents are most at-risk during
extreme heat waves. The Research Experience@ Bridgewater (TREB), a do
nor-funded initiative providing support for teams of Bridgewater faculty and
undergraduate students to spend the summer in collaborative and creative
research, provided funding for Brooks' research project. He also received a
scholarship through VFIC.
"This was definitely a unique experience
and not your typical summer research
project," Brooks says. "Sometimes it can
be hard in the classroom to place what
you're doing in the real world, but
when you get out and do research
you can see the data and what
you've done to help your commu
nity."
Through Heat Watch, students,
faculty and community volunteers from
more than a dozen colleges and universities
across Virginia collected data this summer.
The results of the project include maps
of air temperature and heat index,
datasets of participant observations
and a final report for each locality.
"Heat Watch is this collection of
temperatures
and measuring the
Trevor Brooks '23 holds a HeatWatch
urban heat island effect-the idea that
thermal sensor.
man-made materials like asphalt and
concrete trap and absorb heat more than greenspaces-leading to this ef
fect where urban cities have a high concentration of heat and your rural areas
don't," says Brooks, an environmental science and political science double
major.
Data generated by the project will tie into many existing programs and
initiatives in the commonwealth such as public health, energy efficiency,
emergency preparedness, land use planning and equity and social
justice. Brooks hopes to use his summer research project to help local
leaders in Bridgewater and Harrisonburg with city planning.
"We tend to see disparities between lower and higher socioeco
nomic communities," Brooks says. "Harrisonburg and Bridgewater are
both areas that are heavily developing still. We're planning to work
with local leaders to plan the city better so it can be more equitable and
healthier for our citizens. Unlike places like Richmond where most of the
city is already built, we have this unique opportunity to implement possible
remedies. We're hoping that this data will let us see the disparities we already
have, fix them and, as we expand, stop them before it's even a problem."

0

Go to bridgewater.edu/heatwatch to learn more about the project
FALL/WINTER
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Daniel Jones '21 and Dr. Steve Baron work together on a research project.

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

Critical thinking is a key element in Professor Steve Baron's teaching
BY JESSICA LUCK

A seventh-grade science project on
protozoa found in pond water has led to a
lifelong fascination with microbiology for
Dr. Steve Baron, Harry G.M. Jopson Pro
fessor of Biology at Bridgewater College.
As a member of Bridgewater's faculty
for 26 years teaching courses on micro
biology, human genetics and molecular
biology, Baron has maintained a strong
research focus, particularly in the field of
biodegradable plastics.
Baron studies bacteria found in soil,
from a genus called Streptomyces, that
break down biodegradable, plastic-like
materials called polyhydroxyalkanoates
(PHAs) and use them for food. His
research has identified the enzyme that
catalyzes the breakdown process, and he
is studying under what conditions syn
thesis of this enzyme is turned on and off.
Further research could lead to increased
18
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production and use of PHA plastics that
can be broken down naturally over time.
"There's so much to discover in the field
of microbiology, even in this day and
age," Baron says. "It's just this different
world."
By keeping current in his scholarship, he
is able to advance his academic interests
while sharing new information and evolv
ing research modalities with his students.
He uses research as a teaching tool
and has witnessed students who have
struggled in a traditional classroom setting
blossom in the lab.
"I believe students learn science best
through hands-on laboratory experiences
in which they are challenged to think
critically, solve problems, apply what they
learn and work through difficulties in as
realistic settings as possible," he says.
Baron especially enjoys working one-

on-one with students, whether on his re
search work or projects in a student's field
of interest. He often works with two or
three students per semester outside of his
regular classes, and to date has mentored
109 students on independent study, hon
ors and summer research projects.
"I love finding the spark of learning
in each student," he says. "It's such an
enriching experience working with young
people."
Seeing students move on to the next
phases of their lives is the most mean
ingful part of his job. One of his former
students, Dr. Jason Ridlon '02, is now an
associate professor in the animal sciences
department at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign. Ridlon says an inde
pendent study project on crayfish with
Baron his junior year "changed my life for
ever." That was the moment he knew he
wanted to become a professor, himself.
Ridlon, recipient of Bridgewater's 2019
Young Alumnus Award, has continued to
collaborate with Baron on research. Rid
Ion's lab works with genes that code for
enzymes involved in steroid modifications
by bacteria in the human colon, and he
sends DNA samples to Baron for further
research. Baron's molecular biology stu
dents learn how to amplify and clone the
bacterial genes for enzyme production in
E. coli and share their results with Ridlon's
lab, with the ultimate goal of contributing
to his publications.
"I tell my students upfront that we may
encounter difficulties with this project and
we'll have to work them out," Baron says.
"This is not a textbook where you follow directions in the lab and everything
works. This is an open-ended thing-that's
the way life is."
"Giving students a chance to apply
what they are learning in the classroom is
invaluable and the mark of excellence in
undergraduate education," Ridlon says.
"While I have had many great teachers
and professors, Dr. Baron has had the
most lasting impact on my life and career."
Baron has been honored for his com
mitment to teaching and mentorship as
the 2012 recipient of the College's Martha
B. Thornton Faculty Recognition Award
and the 2019 winner of the Virginia Foun
dation for Independent Colleges' H. Hiter
Harris Jr. Excellence in Undergraduate
Teaching Award.
"I like the ideals of the College and its
devotion to developing the whole stu
dent, even though I teach science," Baron
says. "I enjoy seeing students develop
personally, not just professionally."

Master of Science in Athletic
Training (MSAT)
Director: Dr. Chase Hale (Associ
ate Professor, Health & Human
Sciences)
•

Announced in 2015-2016
First cohort graduated in 2019
Produces competent, caring
healthcare professionals
Students learn through real
world, hands-on experience
both on campus and at a variety
of clinical sites throughout the
country
100% of the MSAT class of
2021 were employed within
the athletic training field within
three months of graduation
3+2 program for entering
first-year students interested
in athletic training; two-year
program for candidates from
elsewhere who already have
their bachelor's degree

GROWING AND STRENGTHENING
Bridgewater College's graduate programs
is a key focus for the College, which has
launched four programs within the last
five years. The College's current strategic
plan, The Vision for Our Future: Strategic Plan 2025, emphasizes that graduate
programs are a crucial component of the
College's commitment to excellence and
part of building a distinctive identity. And
with the digital media strategy, athletic
training, human resource management
and psychology master's programs being
housed within each of the three schools
at the College (Rhodes School of Arts and
Humanities, School of Natural Sciences and School of Professional Studies),
the opportunity arose for a new role to
oversee all graduate programs, includ
ing coordinating recruitment efforts with
program directors and streamlining the
operational process between the admis
sions and registrar's offices.
On July 1, Dr. Jeff Pierson moved into
his new role as Dean for Graduate and
Special Programs, as the division he pre
viously oversaw merged into the Rhodes
School of Arts and Humanities with Dr.
Betsy Hayes as Dean. Pierson, at the
College since 1992, has a long history of

nurturing and starting new programs and
initiatives at Bridgewater. He helped the
College launch a communication studies
minor, then major, and, as the founding
department chair, led that program into
becoming its own academic department.
He was among the first directors of the
College's Leadership Institute (now the
Zane D. Showker Institute for Responsible

Leadership), which was founded in 1996,
and was among the first group of division
heads when the College announced a
new academic structure six years ago.
In his role as Division Head of Commu
nication, Fine Arts, and Literature, Pierson
oversaw the addition of the master of
FALL/WINTER 19

arts in digital media strategy (MOMS) and
undergraduate majors in theatre, profes
sional writing and digital media arts. And
he played a large role in this year's launch
of the Screamin' Eagles Marching Band,
which now falls within his special pro
grams purview.
"I've always been excited by the possi-

Master of Science in Human
Resource Management (MSHRM)
Director: Dr. Roslyn Vargas
(Assistant Professor, Economics &
Business Administration)
Announced in 2019-2020
First cohort graduated in 2021
The 30 credit-hour MSHRM can be
completed in one year (if full-time)
Students can specialize in a partic
ular HR field, such as health care
or finance, during their capstone
experience
Career field projected to grow
over the next decade
MSHRM will be offered online
beginning in summer 2022

20

BRIDGEWATER

bilities of new programs," Pierson says.
Adding new programs requires eval
uating the current demand, both from
employers in the workforce and among
students seeking degrees, as well as look
ing at the ways graduate programs can
enhance the undergraduate experience.
When the MOMS program was founded
in 2019, the College added a full-time
teaching position in graphic and web de
sign that would also eventually enable the
addition of the digital media arts major in
the Department of Art.
Pierson says the College is cognizant
that its curriculum and program offerings
need to continually modernize and adapt
over time.
"It's really important to grow and
evolve, while striking a balance between
the liberal arts and a career focus," he
says.
When the master of science in athletic
training was announced five years ago,
Dr. Barbara Long, Dean of the School
of Professional Studies, says that it was
not the first time she had thought about
the transition to master's programs. An
increased openness to adding master's
programs was already present in various

conversations on campus and in the last
strategic plan. In addition, Long saw that
nationally the requirements and accred
itation for athletic training were moving
away from undergraduate to the master's
level, as they have in many healthcare
professions.
Being a professional goes beyond
just evaluating the health of a knee or
interpreting current law in the area of
human resources, Long says. She believes
it comes down to connecting with the
people you're serving and learning how
to communicate effectively with them.
"We truly believe the College can help
our professionals who are going into
master's programs think more broadly,
beyond the content of their discipline,"
she says.
Both Long and Pierson reiterate that a
program's fit with the College's mission is
paramount. It's about developing the skills
that enable Bridgewater students, in the
words of the mission statement, to "lead
principled lives of purpose and conse
quence marked by professional accom
plishment and personal fulfillment."
"The mission is the overarching map,"
Long says. "We couldn't start a program

Master of Science in Psychology
Mental Health Professions (MSPsy)
Director: Dr. Alan Eby (Professor,
Psychology)
Announced in 2019-2020
First cohort graduated in 2021
Meets Virginia requirements to
register as a Qualified Mental
Health Professional (QMHP)
Students can complete their
master's degree and the hours
needed for QMHP at the same time
Program can be completed in as
little as 35 weeks (if full-time)
Students accumulate the experi
ence and practical skills for many
mental health and human services
careers, such as mental health case
manager, occupational specialist,
vocational specialist and behavioral
specialist

Master of Arts in Digital Media
Strategy (MDMS)
Director: Dr. Sam Hamilton (Assis
tant Professor, English)
Announced in 2018-2019
First cohort graduated in 2020
Flexible program that most students
can take after the conclusion of their
bachelor's degree, regardless of
major
Applied skills in writing, visual
design, sound editing, videography
and web design, as well as broader
communication strategy and project
management skills
Career opportunities and applica
tions in a wide variety of fields
Pending faculty approval, MDMS
will also be offered online begin
ning in summer 2022

that didn't fit with the mission."
Long emphasizes that the breadth of
support and buy-in from faculty and the
institution across the board has been im
portant in allowing the College to launch
the programs and lay a foundation for
success.
"I'm extraordinarily excited that our fac
ulty understand this is a great opportunity
to extend our mission and reach students
at a different level," she says.
Long says that it takes time to build
a foundation in graduate education,
including establishing a pipeline to bring
in graduate students and building those
connections. Recruiting at the undergrad
uate level is much broader, and it's easier
to reach prospective students, who are

largely in high school and looking for op
portunities. Graduate recruitment requires
a personal touch, reaching one student
at a time and convincing them that your
program is what they're looking for to
help them attain their goals.
Increasing accessibility, especially for
working professionals, is critical for the
future success of Bridgewater's graduate
programs. To that end, the admissions
office has hired its first full-time graduate
recruiter: Tori Hudson '20, Assistant Direc
tor of Admissions-Graduate Recruitment.
"It is an exciting time of potential
growth for our graduate programs," says
Michael Post, Vice President for Enroll
ment Management. "We're very fortunate
to have a dedicated professional recruit
er who can consistently communicate
BC's flexibility, affordability, quality and

accessibility to a growing population of
students seeking graduate education."
Pierson believes that accessibility
extends into the graduate programs
themselves.
The master of science in human
resource management (MSHRM) pro
gram has recently been approved by
the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) to offer classes in an online,
HyFlex model, meaning classes will be
offered at the same time to both online
and in-person students. Other Bridge
water graduate programs may soon be
offered online.
"We are constantly trying to figure out
our niche and identify programs that
both fill important needs and fit with the
mission of the College," Long says.
FALL/WINTER
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Forward thinkers Bob and
Beverly Armbruster '75 bought
life insurance to protect and
provide for their loved ones.
But life changed, their children
grew up, and they ended
up with more life insurance
coverage than they needed.
Bob and Beverly made the
decision to make a gift of it
to Bridgewater College. If
you, like the Armbrusters,
are carrying a fully paid life
insurance policy your family no
longer needs, please consider
donating it to Bridgewater
College by listing BC as the
beneficiary.

A gift of life insurance provides:
CONVENIENCE

TAX SAVINGS

GRATIFICATION

It's simple to change the
beneficiary or give complete
ownership to a new or existing
policy.

Realize significant estate, gift
and income tax savings.

Feel good knowing your
generosity will benefit
Bridgewater College and its
students for generations to come.

Remember it is important to consult your financial advisor concerning your specific situation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT ONE OF US TODAY!

Maureen Silva, VP for Institutional Advancement, msilva@bridgewater.edu, 540-828-5450
Meg Riner, Sr. Director of Development, mriner@bridgewater.edu, 540-828-5636
Liisa Franzen, Development Officer, lfranzen@bridgewater.edu, 540-828-5651
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CLASSNOTES
WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU! Please email news on
births, deaths, marriages, job changes, achievements, etc., to
alumnews@bridgewater.edu. Log in to bridgewateralumni.com
or mail to Office of Alumni Relations, College Box 40, Bridgewa-

1973

Dr. Kirk Ways of Winchester, Va.,

was appointed to the board of
directors for Spruce Biosciences
Inc., a late-stage biopharma
ceutical company focused on
developing and commercializing
novel therapies for rare endo
crine disorders with significant
unmet medical need. Ways most
recently served as Chief Medical
Officer of Nuvelution Pharma.
Prior to that, Ways headed
several drug development units
at Johnson & Johnson's Pharma
ceutical Research and Develop
ment group.

1978

Dennis Gibson of McHenry,
Md., earned his 700th career
win as the men's basketball head
coach at Garrett College with a
victory over Allegany College
of Maryland. He led the team to
a 700-395 overall record, with
three trips to the NJCAA Men's
Basketball Championship, two
Region XX titles and a Maryland
JUCO Conference champion
ship. For the past 36 years, in
addition to serving as men's bas
ketball coach, Gibson has served
as the golf coach and director of
athletics. He retired from Garrett
College in August 2021.

1979

Beverly Smith Butterfield of

New Market, Va., has been
named a board member of the
Shenandoah Community Foun
dation. She has served as Senior
Development Officer at Lord
Fairfax Community College and
as Vice President for Institutional
Advancement at Bridgewater
College. She is the founding
principal of Fieldsmith LLC, a
fundraising consultancy. She
teaches culinary and textile art
classes from her home.

ter College, Bridgewater, VA 22812. Include your name, maiden
name, class year, spouse's name and class year if applicable,
mailing address, phone and email address. Please avoid using
abbreviations and limit your submissions to 75 words or fewer.

1980

Having just graduated from
Bridgewater College in 1980,
Martha Akers of Purcellville, Va.,
was hired as an English teacher
at Loudoun Valley High School.
She also became the school's
yearbook adviser. Akers' passion
has helped make the yearbook,
Saga, one of the state's top
programs. The yearbook has
received trophy class rankings
by the Virginia High School
League for the last 35 years. After
41 years, Akers retired at the end
of the 2020-21 academic year. In
retirement, she will continue to
work as a yearbook consultant
for schools around the country.

1982

In May, Roderick Johnson of
Washington, D.C., received the
2021 Government Advocate of
the Year award from the Small
and Emerging Contractors Advi
sory Forum (SECAF). The award,
presented at the 13th annual
awards gala, honors Johnson's
long-standing contributions to
the small business community
within the federal government marketplace. The awards
ceremony was held virtually on
May 6.

1983

Curt Dudley, Director of Broad

cast Services for James Madison
University Athletics, is retiring as
an employee of JMU, but he will
continue the on-air aspect of his
job with less of the day-to-day
work for the games. Dudley said
he is excited to be more of a
freelancer and attend team prac
tices as he shifts to part-time.
Dudley also was inducted into
the Valley League Hall of Fame
class of 2021 during the all-star
game on July 11.

1. In May 2021, Roderick Johnson '82 received the 2021
Government Advocate of the Year award from the Small
and Emerging Contractors Advisory Forum.

2. Curt Dudley '83 (left) was inducted into the Valley League
Hall of Fame during the all-star game on July 11. Dudley
retired as the Director of Broadcast Services for James
Madison University Athletics, but he will continue the on-air
aspect of his job. Credit: All Things Valley League
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Muhammad Khan •19

On the Front Line of Research
BY JESSICA LUCK
As a Ph.D. student in the infectious disease and mi
crobiology department at the University of Pittsburgh,
Muhammad Khan's work has taken on new meaning
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Khan '19 has worked in
one of 12 regional biocontainment laborites in Ameri
ca-a tier three clearance lab that studies highly patho
genic agents that can cause human disease-and has
performed research on genome sequencing related to
antiretroviral therapy in HIV/AIDS patients. At the onset of
the pandemic, Khan joined the laboratory of Dr. Andrea
Gambotto, a researcher who has been on the frontlines
of vaccine development for SARS, M ERS, avian influenza
and Ebola.
Khan's work quickly pivoted to
developing COVID-19 vaccine
candidates, and in April 2020 his
lab published a paper (the first
to be critiqued by fellow scien
tists) on a potential COVID-19
vaccine. The lab currently has
multiple vaccine candidates in
various stages of development,
including one that was awarded
funds from the National Institutes
of Health to organize a clinical
trial.
"It's been a really interesting
experience to be a student and
still learning things but also hav
ing the responsibility of doing
research that we need to get out
quickly," Khan says.
A key attribute to being a
successful researcher, a job that
requires him to be in the lab
up to 12 hours a day, is working
independently to solve problems. Khan uses the skills he
learned working alongside Harry G.M. Jopson Professor
of Biology Dr. Steve Baron on a daily basis. He says the
honors research project he completed under Baron's
mentorship his junior and senior years at Bridgewater
taught him to take the lead in the laboratory, power
through obstacles and develop new methods on the
path to discovery.
"The research project I did with Dr. Baron was extreme
ly advanced, and he let me take the reins on it," Khan
says. "As an undergraduate student at Bridgewater you
really get to take a focal point on research, and without
that experience it would have been more difficult for me
to get into any Ph.D. programs."
Khan, a first-generation college student born in Kara
chi, Pakistan, came to Bridgewater after being recruited
by former head football coach Mike Clark. Originally a

health and exercise science major with his sights set on
physical therapy, he credits a biology class during his
first semester for pushing him toward going to medical
school. After working with Baron, Khan found his calling
at the intersection of medicine and research in infectious
disease work.
"I want to focus on vaccine formulation for diseases
that primarily impact those of lower economic status," he
says.
Khan's current doctoral research is doing just that. In
Gambotto's lab, he is also working on a subunit vaccine
with a dissolvable microneedle array patch loaded with

Photo by John Altdorfer
the spike protein from SARS-CoV-2. The patch is put
on like a Band-Aid and dissolves painlessly on the skin.
All the vaccines Khan is working to develop would cost
significantly less to make than the current mRNA vaccines
on the market ($1-5 compared with $15-20 per dose),
and refrigeration requirements would be the 4 degrees
Celsius found in home refrigerators. Although he calls
the mRNA vaccines "modern miracles," he points out that
lower- and middle-income countries with low vaccination rates and who have barriers to access are in need of
additional options.
"There's a really big gap in vaccine equity that we're
trying to fit ourselves into," he says. "I'm thankful to be
part of this research team, and if it wasn't for the entire
biology department at Bridgewater I wouldn't be doing
any of the amazing research I'm doing now."

John Cox '88 is on a mission to raise money for carts for dogs-in
need. His most recent fundraiser consisted of walking 56 miles.
Credit: Sarasota Herald-Tribune

4. Rhonda Pittman Gingrich '89 has been hired as Director of the
Church of the Brethren Annual Conference.
S. Amy Moore '00 was named head volleyball coach at Riverheads
High School in Greenville, Va. Credit The (Waynesboro) News
Virginian

6. Bridgewater College Assistant Professor of Music and Choral
Director Dr. Ryan Keebaugh '02 was selected as a guest
composer at the American Choral Directors Association National
Conference in March 2021.
7. Candy Baker Dowell '05 is the new head volleyball coach
at Nelson County High School in Lovingston, Va. Credit The
(Charlottesville) Daily Progress

1988

1990

John Cox, a 26-year deputy

Carol Miller of York, Pa., was
named the incoming President
of the York Women's Association.
Founded in February 1941 as the
Young Women's Club of York,
the goals of the organization
are centered around friendship,
social activities and giving back
to the community. The group
celebrated its 80th anniversary
in 2021.

for the Sarasota (Fla.) County
Sheriff's Office, has a mission
of raising money for carts for
injured, paralyzed or old dogs.
During the spring of 2021, he
completed a fundraiser walking
56 miles with a 30-pound ruck
sack strapped to his back. Be
ginning at 6 a.m. on a Tuesday,
he walked 5.59 miles and then
rested for 5 hours, 59 minutes
before beginning another leg
of the walk that totaled 56 miles.
He finished the walk around 7:30
a.m. that Thursday.

1989
Rhonda Pittman Gingrich, of
Minneapolis, Minn., was hired by
the Church of the Brethren as Di
rector of the Annual Conference
effective Aug. 23, 2021.

1991
Brian Edwards of Waynesboro,

Va., was featured by Augusta
Free Press in June 2021. Edwards
was an officer with the Waynes
boro Police Department for 26
years until retiring to pursue
teaching at Valley Academy in
2019.

1992
Lee Stover

of Elkton, Va., was

named the 2021 Teacher of the
Year at East Rockingham High
School. He serves as Chair of
the Science Department and
teaches human anatomy and
physiology and environmental
science.

1996
Allison Nichols was named the

women's basketball head coach
at Lynchburg College. Nichols
previously served as Roanoke
College's associate head coach
and led the women's hoops
program at Randolph College
for six years, seeing the Wildcats
to their two highest win totals in
program history.

of Front
Royal, Va., was named Principal
at Dominion Ridge Academy in
Front Royal.
Detra Funk Tutton

1999
Charles "Charlie" Knight of

Hol
ly Springs, N.C., had his second
book, From Arlington to Appo
mattox: Robert E. Lee's Civil War
Day by Day, published in June
2021. The book offers a day
by-day account of Lee's actions
and associations during the Civil
War, using correspondence and
papers from Lee and his family,
staff, army lieutenants and the
men of his army.

2000
of Staunton, Va.,
was named the head volleyball
coach at Riverheads High School
in Greenville. Moore previously
served as the assistant coach.
She was a setter during her
career at Bridgewater.

Amy Moore

Barbara "Barb" Brigham
Mowery, primarily a landscape

painter who works in acrylics,
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8.

had four monotypes accepted
for the "On Paper: Printmaking,
Book Arts & Beyond" juried
exhibition at Annmarie Sculp
ture Garden and Arts Center in
Solomons, Md. The show ran
from Feb. 20 through Sept. 26,
2021. Juror of the show was Joan
Boudreau, Curator of the Printing
and Graphic Arts Collections
of the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History.
Mowery's studio is in Lusby, Md.

2002

Bridgewater College Assistant
Professor of Music and Choral
Director Dr. Ryan Keebaugh of
Stephens City, Va., was select
ed as a guest composer at
the American Choral Directors
Association National Conference
in March 2021. Selected choral
compositions also were part of
the national conference reading
sessions.

Kirk Monroe of Midlothian,

Va., celebrated 14 years with
Estes Express Lines in April 2021.
For the last three years, he has
served as a Solution Center
Service Representative. Monroe
and his wife, Amanda, enjoy
traveling and wine tasting. He
also has a podcast, "Colonial Era
26
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to Present," on Anchor.

2004

Lila Orrock Hiltz and Patrick
welcomed a daughter, Charlotte
Malinda, born May 4, 2021. The
family resides in Richmond, Va.

Peter Mundey of Richmond Hill
Ga., co-authored "Barriers to Ac�
cessing Treatment Services: Child
Victims of Youths with Problem
atic Sexual Behavior," published
in the International Journal of

Environmental Research and
Public Health in May 2021.

2005

Candy Baker Dowell is the new
head volleyball coach at Nelson
County High School in Loving
ston, Va. An alumna of the high
school, Dowell earned Dog
wood District player of the year
honors as a senior. She left her
mark on Bridgewater as well as
the 2003 Old Dominion Athletic
Conference Player of the Year in
volleyball. She was inducted into
the NCHS Athletics Hall of Fame
in 2020.
Kathleen Beers of Midlothian
Va., married Robert Reed on'
Oct. 19, 2019, in Richmond, Va.

Katherine Brinkley of Lexington,

Va., was promoted to Assistant
Director of Board Operations at
Washington and Lee University.

Megan Chapman of Weyers
Cave, Va., was named a Teacher
of the Year by Augusta County
Public Schools for the 2020-21
academic year. She teaches
kindergarten.

2007

Marcus Stone of Bassett, Va., is

the new Executive Director of
the Martinsville Henry County Coalition for Health and
Wellness, founded in 2005 to
promote health, reduce health
risk factors and increase access
to medical services, primarily for
the uninsured and underserved
in the M HC area. As director
Stone will focus on continui�g to
offer access to care for vu lnera
ble populations in the commu
nity.

John Tuck of Leesburg, Va., was
named Principal at Sully Elemen
tary School in Sterling, Va.

2008

Earl Chaptman has been named
the head football coach for
Midland Valley High School
in Graniteville, S.C. He spent

Kathleen Beers '05 married
Robert Reed on Oct.
19, 2019. BC alumni in
attendance:
Matt Capriani '07, Tisha
Moats Capriani '06,
Holly Thomasson '05,
Kristen Foster Bond, Nicole
Bailey Bedsaul, Kelly
Burgess Lukens '05, Sabrina
Meadows Shabman '05,
Annika Broyles Childress '05,
Rachel Beers Mason '00,
Patricia Nadder Funk '04,
Kristin Young Strange '05,
Carey Hinton Collins '05,
Tasha Chase Williams '04,
Kathleen Beers Reed '05,
Rebekah Meadows Castle
'04 and Naomi Gordon
Walker '03.

the last four years as defensive
coordinator at Camden (S.C.)
High School, one of Class AAA's
elite programs. He also coached
track and was the strength and
conditioning coach at Camden.
Prior to Camden, Chaptman held
coaching positions at Methodist
University, Lycoming College
and Wilkes University.

2009

Dr. Stefanie Strosnider Basalik

of Greencastle, Pa., is the new
Executive Director of Heritage
Frederick. The nonprofit, also
known as the Historical Society
of Frederick County, announced
Basa Ii k's appointment in March
2021. A career preservationist,
she was most recently the leader
of the Washington County
Historical Society. She also has
worked at Gettysburg National
Military Park and the Eisenhower
National Historic Site in Adams
County, Pa. She earned her Ph.D.
in American studies, interdisci
plinary history and public heri
tage and museum studies from
Penn State University.

Jeff McCauley of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
is the Director of Trail Devel
opment for the 9/11 National
Memorial Trail Alliance. The trail,

Innovating in Education
BY KYLIE LEHMAN MOHLER '03
Lauren Shifflett '10 won the 2021 John Morton Award
as the most outstanding elementary economics educator
in the nation. The award is given annually by the Council
for Economic Education to honor teachers whose inno
vative pedagogy strengthens economic and financial
education.
"As educators, we focus on reading and math, which
are important as adults," says Shifflett. "But everyone has
to deal with money in life. It is the building block that is
forgotten."
Shifflett, a fourth-grade teacher at South River Elemen
tary School in Grottoes, Va. , enjoys using her creativity
to meet the challenges of teaching complex topics. Her
award-winning classroom project, Shifflett Superville,
was created after realizing that students don't typically
see cash flow; most transactions today are done with
debit and credit cards. Her hands-on project enables
students to better understand concepts of the economy.
In Shifflett Superville, students get paid to come to
"work" each day. Believing that decision-making is key
to economics, students are first tasked with creating a
city out of boxes. To decorate the boxes, they can use
crayons they already own or spend their earnings to buy
paint. Students also learn about spending and planning-

and the essential skill of putting needs before wants.
Understanding the impact of multidisciplinary educa
tion, Shifflett engages concepts of communities and the
power of working together. By giving students real-life
experiences through unique lessons, she can keep them
engaged and connected, deepening their knowledge.
"My lessons are always about community, about build
ing each other up and helping each other succeed," she
says.
Shifflett was a liberal studies major at Bridgewater Col
lege. She credits Professor Emeritus Dr. David Coffman
for giving her the expertise and confidence to be a com
petent teacher. Shifflett says she is not a good test-taker,
but Coffman encouraged her to persevere. Today, she
shares a similar message with her own students: Don't let
a test define you; just keep trying.
"I almost gave up and changed majors, and now I am a
number one teacher in the country," Shifflett says.
Shifflett's students undoubtedly benefit from her bold
ideas and community-based approach to learning. From
her time at Bridgewater, she knows well the benefits of
a strong support system and how far that carries into the
future.
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a 1,300-mile loop spanning six
states, was first conceived days
after Sept. 11, 2001. The multiuse
circuit runs northwest from the
Pentagon Memorial in Arlington, Va., to the Great Allegheny
Passage at Cumberland, Md., by
following the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal National Historical
Park. It links to the Flight 93
Memorial through a right-ofway from Garrett, Pa., then east
to New York City's National
September 11 Memorial. The
loop ends back at the Pentagon
Memorial.
Rob Rice of Mechanicsville, Va.,
is the new head coach for Hanover High School's boys' basketball team. Rice played on the
high school's first ever team in
2003-04 and then at Bridgewater from 2006-09. He previously
coached at Mechanicsville and

Hermitage high schools.

19, 2020. The family resides in
Toano, Va.

2010

Kirk Messick of Rockingham, Va.,

was featured on the Rockingham
County Baseball League (RCBL)
website in June 2021. Messick
has spent 18 years playing and
coaching for RCBL and hopes to
become the oldest player in the
league.

2011

James "Mike" Clements Jr.

and Felicia Figgins Clements
welcomed their first child, Carter
Emory, born March 4, 2021. The
family resides in Louisa, Va.

2012

Elizabeth Alexander Preskitt and

Steven welcomed a daughter, Adeline Drake, born April

Lauren Clymore Rathburn of
Staunton, Va., was named a
Teacher of the Year by Augusta
County Public Schools for the
2020-21 academic year. She
teaches fourth grade at Riverheads Elementary School.
Luke Roadcap of Waynesboro,
Va., was named Assistant Principal at Elkton Middle School in
Rockingham County, Va. Prior to
becoming the assistant principal,
Roadcap taught social studies
for nine years and was named
Virginia's History Teacher of the
Year in 2017.

2013

Christopher Baird of Dillwyn,
Va., is the new Athletic Director
at Fuqua School in Farmville, Va.

He also serves as the head boys'
basketball and baseball coach.

Julie Stryker Craun of Bridgewater, Va., was named a Teacher of
the Year by Augusta County Publie Schools for the 2020-21 academic year. She teaches fourth
grade at Clymore Elementary
School in Fort Defiance, Va.
Josh and Tiffany Toner Law '14
welcomed a daughter, Riley
Isabelle, born April 29, 2020. The
family resides in Stuarts Draft, Va.

2014

T iffany Toner Law (see Josh Law

'13).

Morgan Alexander Vega of

Weyers Cave, Va., released a
young adult contemporary
book, Sleeping Around, on Aug.
3, 2021. The coming-of-age
novel highlights the impact the

9. Jeff McCauley '09 serves as Director of Trail Development for the 9/11
National Memorial Trail Alliance. The trail, a 1,300-mile loop spanning six
states, was first conceived days after Sept. 11, 2001. Credit: Holly Tonini
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10. Marcus Stone '07 was
named Executive Director
of the Martinsville Henry
County Coalition for Health
and Wellness. Credit: Holly
Koze/sky, The Martinsville
Bulletin
11. Dr. Stefanie Strosnider
Basalik '09 was named
Executive Director of
Heritage Frederick. Credit:
Frederick News-Post

foster care system can have on
the mindset and psychological
well-being of children and the
adults they become.

2015

Christopher "Chris" Black of

Harrisonburg, Va., has been
named Director of the Drayer
PhysicalTherapy outpatient clinic
in Woodstock, Va. His clinical
interests include muscle and
joint pain and post-surgery re
habilitation. He earned a doctor
of physical therapy from Old
Dominion University.

Kelsie Floyd Szabo and Kenneth
"Kenny" Szabo welcomed a
son, Kason James, born June
30, 2021. Kenny wore No. 92 on
the Bridgewater football team
and Kason weighed 9 pounds,
2 ounces at birth.The family
resides in Charlottesville, Va.

2016

Jordan Biller of Elkton, Va.,

was the 2021 commencement
speaker at Broadway High
School on June 13, 2021. Biller
was a teacher at Broadway for

three years and served as the
head golf coach and assistant JV
baseball coach. He now teaches
and coaches at East Rockingham
High School.

Jonathan Middleton of New
Market, Va., has written his first
book, Adulthood: The Hardest
Test You Will Ever Take, as a way
to help teens and young adults
navigate adulthood. The book
shows students how to learn life
skills, as well as informs them of
classes that teach these skills,
such as independent living, in
the school system. Middleton
teaches early childhood educa
tion atTriplettTech in Shenando
ah County.

2019

Carolyn Campbell of Jefferson

ton, Va., is the new head softball
coach at Millbrook High School
in Winchester, Va. Campbell
was a four-time ODAC honor
ee while at Bridgewater. Her
softball career with the Eagles
concluded with 250 innings and
102 at-bats.

Brendon Maturey of Richmond,

Va., was promoted to Senior
Accountant at Mitchell Wiggins,
a full-service accounting firm.

other athletic programs. While
at Bridgewater, Maddra worked
with eight Eagles athletic teams.

Joshua Stein of Louisburg,

2021

N.C., submitted his thesis for
his master of history at Virginia Commonwealth University.
Stein's thesis, "The Fate of a City:
The Air War in Heilbronn," is the
first study to integrate the mul
tidimensional aspects of Allied
airmen and German civilians'
wartime experiences during the
air war over Germany and the
bombing of Heilbronn during
World War II.

2020

Matt DeMasi of Sarasota, Fla.,

and formerly of Virginia Beach,
Va., joined Atlas Insurance as a
commercial producer for the
independent agency. DeMasi
is an I RMI-certified construction
risk and insurance specialist.

Jillian Maddra of Penn Laird, Va.,
joins the athletic training staff at
University of Virginia's College at
Wise. She will serve as the pri
mary athletic trainer for volleyball
and softball while assisting with

Erika Clary of Maryland began
working as the National Youth
Conference coordinator through
Brethren Volunteer Service as
part of the Discipleship Ministries
Team.

SHARE YOUR
STORIES!

The next issue of
Bridgewater magazine will
focus on people's passions:
your unique hobby, your
dedicated volunteerism,
your life's work. Email
Editor Jessica Luck at
jluck@bridgewater.edu to
share your story.
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Focusing on Community
Development
BY KYLIE LEHMAN MOHLER '03
Jared Chalk, Director of Development and
Executive Director of the Norfolk Economic
Development Authority, was recently named to
Virginia Business's Top 500 2021 Power List, which
recognizes Virginia's most powerful and influen
tial leaders in business, government, politics and
education (Ashley Smith '85 was also named to
the list). Chalk, a Norfolk, Va., native, is a leader
of Norfolk's economic development efforts, in
cluding retaining and developing local jobs and
business opportunities. He was also named to
Hampton Road's Top 40 Under 40 and Top 100
People to Meet in Virginia lists in 2020.
A 2005 business administration graduate from
Bridgewater College, Chalk says his time at
Bridgewater taught him the power of connec
tions. Bridgewater's small size enabled him to "be
someone in the community, not just a number."
"You can get an education anywhere, but at
Bridgewater College relationships are valued,
and that is so important," he says.
In his current position, Chalk leverages part
nerships to build relationships and bring new
opportunities to his community. His connections
have enabled him to work with state and national
leaders, from former Virginia Governor Ralph
Northam to former President Donald Trump. Previous
project successes include attracting major players such as
IKEA, outlet malls and hotels to Norfolk, as well as bring
ing MetroNet broadband internet to the city.

"I am fortunate to have had a quality
education and be surrounded by great
mentors and leaders," Chalk says. "My
success would not be possible without
having a team in place to assist me."

A major project currently under Chalk's purview is the
redevelopment of the former Military Circle Mall into a
thriving commercial district. The Norfolk Economic Devel
opment Authority purchased 100 acres for the $1 billion
development project that will include a major arena.
Chalk's work is also crucial in Norfolk's innovative technol30
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ogy solutions for climate change. As a coastal community
affected by rising sea levels, Chalk sees the importance of
Norfolk bringing in resilient technology such as wind tur
bines. Norfolk's combination of ideal location, workforce
availability and real estate options make it primed to be a
hub for offshore wind farms along the entire East Coast.
Inclusive economic development is important to Chalk,
as he "works to bring everyone along while growing the
local economy." Norfolk Works, a program that connects
residents seeking employment to economic and work
force development opportunities, recently won a Gold
Award from the International Economic Development
Council. Chalk stresses the importance of "looking at the
world through someone else's lens," and he works to
provide grants and business loans to minority-owned
small businesses.
"This job allows me to have a meaningful impact on
others," Chalk says. "I enjoy getting up each day and
working on large-scale projects that will have a positive
influence on the direction of the Commonwealth of Vir
ginia and city of Norfolk."

MEMORIALS
Harlan McQuain Eye '39 of Lancaster, Pa.,
died July 8, 2021.

Otis D. Kitchen '53 of Lititz, Pa., and formerly
of Roanoke, Va., died July 20, 2021.

Robert Thomas Westwood '69 of Morgan
town, W.Va., died Feb. 19, 2021.

Elby Cleveland Wilson '41 of Weyers Cave,
Va., died March 8, 2021.

David Thomas Wood '56 of Boones Mill, Va.,
died March 1, 2021.

Vickie Peacock Bell '72 of Greenback, Tenn.,
died Feb. 27, 2021.

Betty Ann Lease Thompson '46 of Frederick,
Md., died Aug. 10, 2021.

R. Kermon Thomasson '58 of Martinsville,
Va., died July 12, 2021.

Peggy Wright Miller '47 of Bridgewater, Va.,
died July 13, 2021.

Hensel Showalter Brown '59 of Charlotte
Court House, Va., died Feb. 13, 2021.

Roland Dahmer '72 of Kingman, Ariz., and
formerly of Washington, D.C., died on April
29, 2021.

Martha Bennett Miller '49 of Bridgewater,
Va., died April 14, 2021.

Betty Jo Hollen Cline '59 of Bridgewater,
Va., died Jan. 28, 2021.

Norma Oates Miller Lee '49 of Waynesboro,
Va., died March 16, 2021.

Rosalie Buchanan Walker '59 of New Mar
ket, Va., died July 17, 2021.

Dr. Bobby Long Smith '49 of Bridgewater,
Va., and formerly of Norfolk, Va., died March
12, 2021.

The Rev. Richard A. "Dick" Brand '62 of
Glen Allen, Va., died March 3, 2021.

Dr. William Edwin "Ed" Reish 'SO of Broad
way, Va., and formerly of Harrisonburg, Va.,
died May 27, 2021.
Rebecca Naff Green '51 of Boones Mill, Va.,
died March 28, 2021.
John Roy Bowers Jr. '52 of Sugar Gove, W.
Va., died Feb. 4, 2021.
Robert Lewis Wenger '52 of Staunton, Va.,
died Nov. 26, 2020.

Peggy Long Alexander '64 of Mount Craw
ford, Va., died July 26, 2021.
Garland Life '64 of Johnson City, Tenn., and
formerly of Roanoke, Va., died June 2, 2021.
Vincent Junior "Buddy" Comer '65 of
Shenandoah, Va., died April 8, 2021.
James "Jim" Laird Mauzy Jr. '65 of Rocking
ham, Va., died Feb. 6, 2021.
Charles Lee "Chuck" Shipp '66 of Harrison
burg, Va., died May 22, 2021.

Darlene Mann Andes '73 of Sumerduck, Va.,
died Feb. 1, 2021.
Gregory Curtice '83 of Roanoke, Va., and
formerly of McLean, Va., died June 16, 2021.
Barret "Barry" Vernon Cox '85 of Wonder
vu, Colo., died May 10, 2021.
Charles George "Teddy" Nicholson '90 of
South Chesterfield, Va., died March 25, 2021.
Eric J. Fitzgerald '92 of Frederick County,
Va., died March 11, 2021.
Martha Anne Yoder Bowman '93 of North
Manchester, Ind., died May 24, 2021.
Douglas Earl Fleming '94 of Harrisonburg,
Va., died June 14, 2021.
Isaac D. Evans '20 of Fredericksburg, Va.,
died March 14, 2021.

Professor Emeritus
John Stewart Spencer of Rockingham, Va., died on
July 10, 2021. He was 84 years old.
Spencer coached football and baseball and taught
for 45 years, 36 of which he spent at Bridgewater
College. He came to Bridgewater as an assistant foot
ball coach in 1967. After taking over the head coach
ing responsibilities prior to the 1968 season, Spencer
coached the Eagles to their first-ever winning season
that year. Bridgewater compiled a 5-3 record in 1968
to top the school's previous best of 3-3 in 1962.
While coaching, he also served as an Assistant Profes
sor in the Health and Physical Education Department.
He retired in 2003 with emeritus status.
During his time at the helm of the Eagles football program, Spencer led Bridgewater to its first
win over Hampden-Sydney and also earned the
program's first Old Dominion Athletic Conference
(ODAC) Championship in 1980. That same year,
Spencer was named Virginia Small College Coach of
the Year after leading Bridgewater to a 6-3 overall re
cord. He is Bridgewater football's second-winningest
coach with 56 victories.
He stepped down from coaching football in 1984
after 17 years and later served as defensive coordi
nator. Spencer also spent nine years as an assistant

baseball coach at Bridgewater from 1986 to 1994.
In 2011, Spencer was honored with a plaque in the
Coaches Corner section of the Bowman Community
Plaza, which showcases outstanding individuals who
made an impact at Bridgewater.
Prior to his arrival at BC, Spencer was an assistant
football coach at Gardner-Webb College in North
Carolina and at his alma mater, Shepherd College, in
West Virginia.
Spencer served in the U.S. Army from 1956 until 1958
and was a member of Bridgewater Presbyterian
Church.
He graduated with a bachelor of arts from Shepherd
University in 1961 and later obtained a master of arts
from Appalachian State.
He was born in Denver to the late Lois Minnie Ritchie
and Bertram Monroe Spencer. On Aug. 19, 1962, he
married Nancy Spencer, who survives. Spencer also
is survived by a daughter, Karen Spencer, of Rock
ingham, Va., and two grandsons, James Coleman
McCormick Ill and William Spencer McCormick. He
was preceded in death by a brother, Ritchie Spencer.
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Professor Emeritus
Dr. Dale Vernon Ulrich of Bridgewater, Va., died
on March 3, 2021. He was 89 years old.
He served for 38 years on the Bridgewater facul
ty-15 years as Dean of the College, nine years as
Provost and 14 years as Professor of physics. He
received emeritus status when he retired in 1999.
He was born March 1, 1932, in Wenatchee,
Wash., to Herbert E. and Esther Webb Ulrich.
Ulrich earned a B.A. from the University of La
Verne, an M.S. from the University of Oregon and
a Ph.D. in physics from the University of Virginia.
Ulrich was predeceased by his first wife of 57
years, Claire Marie Gilbert Ulrich. He is survived
by his second wife, Doris Metzler Ulrich, and
three children, Dr. Vernon Ulrich '79, Dr. Daniel
Ulrich '81 and Sharon Wilkinson.
He was a lifetime member of the Church of the

Brethren. Early in his marriage to Claire, they
joined Brethren Volunteer Service as co-directors
of a community development project in inner city
Baltimore.They often engaged in international
travel and hospitality to build mutual understand
ing and peace. He also served the community as
a member of Rotary International of Bridgewater.
Ulrich was a founding board member of Brethren
Encyclopedia Inc. Following the death of the
editor of the Brethren Encyclopedia, he became
editor and completed the fourth volume.
In 2008, Ulrich received the Merlin E. and Dor
othy Faw Garber Christian Service Award and,
in 1994, he was presented the College's Out
standing Service Award. In 1990, he received the
Distinguished Service Award from the Virginia
Academy of Science.

Professor Emeritus
Dr. Donald Rutt Witters of Kitty Hawk, N.C., died
Sept. 3, 2021. He taught psychology for 38 years
at Bridgewater College.
A graduate of Elizabethtown College, Witters
earned a bachelor of divinity degree from Betha
nyTheological Seminary and his master's degree
and doctorate from Arizona State University. He
completed 15 hours of postdoctoral studies in
counseling psychology at James Madison Uni
versity. In 1974, he received his license to practice
psychology from the Virginia Board of Behavioral
Science, and in 1978, he was licensed for the
practice of professional counseling.
Witters came to the College in 1968 as a Profes
sor of Psychology, serving as department chair
from 1990-1996. During his tenure at Bridge
water, he also served as an adjunct professor at
James Madison and Arizona State universities.
A behavioral psychologist, Witters served as
a board member and program supervisor for
People Places Inc. in Staunton, Va., the state's
first specialized foster care treatment program. In
addition, he supervised the program's coun
seling services from 1983-1990. He worked as
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a consulting psychologist and summer director
of residential services of DeJarnette Center for
Human Development, a facility for emotionally
disordered children and young adults located in
Staunton. Additionally, he wrote many articles on
test anxiety, therapeutic foster care, personalized
instruction and schedule control of social and
verbal behavior.
Witters retired at the end of the 2005-06 aca
demic year as Professor of Psychology, Emeritus.
Annually, BC students have been awarded the
Donald R. Witters Psychology Award in honor of
Witters.The award recognizes psychology stu
dents' superior performance in the classroom.
Witters is survived by his wife, Faye Smith Witters
'87, two daughters, Dianne S. Ruscher (Chip) '79
ofTucson, Ariz., and Deborah S. Witters (Brad) of
Kill Devil Hills, N.C., one granddaughter, Kristin
Ruscher Puech (Philippe), of Dallas, and two
great-grandchildren, Cole and Charlotte.

Carlyle Whitelow '59, longtime coach and Associate Professor at Bridgewater College as well as
community hero, passed away in October 2021. Read more about how Whitelow inspired others
and his passion for helping people in the next issue of Bridgewater magazine.
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